
TREASURE HUNT
Some ocean animals live on or near the sea floor. They’re the sinkers.  
Some ocean animals live up in the water column. They’re the swimmers.  
Find each animal below. Is it a sinker or a swimmer? (Circle your answer.).  
In your group, move like the animal you’re watching.

Swim
Sink or
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Lookdown 

Sinker            Swimmer
[Hint: Search for me in the  

Gulf of Mexico gallery.]

Squirrelfish 

Sinker            Swimmer
[Hint: Search for me in the  

Gulf of Mexico gallery.]

King penguin 

Sinker            Swimmer
[Hint: Search for me in the  

South Atlantic gallery.]

Now that you’ve found  
our sinkers and swimmers,  
make up a dance or a play  

that tells a ocean story  
with all of your favorites.

Gumboot chiton 

Sinker            Swimmer
[Hint: Search for me in the  

North Pacific gallery.]

Tarpon 

Sinker            Swimmer
[Hint: Search for me in the  

Caribbean gallery.]

Chocolate chip sea star 

Sinker            Swimmer
[Hint: Search for me in the  

South Pacific gallery.]

Ornate wobbegong 

Sinker            Swimmer
[Hint: Search for me in the  

South Pacific gallery.]

Moon jelly 

Sinker            Swimmer
[Hint: Search for me in the  

Jellies gallery.]
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Answer Key
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